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•MEDICJ1L  OFFICER'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Marple  Urban  District  Council. 


Marple, 

February  27th ,  1904. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 


T  the  commencement  of  the  New  Year  I  have  pleasure 
in  presenting  to  you  my  Report  for  1903,  this  being 
the  seventh  I  have  laid  before  you. 


The  District  of  Marple  is  divided  into  Urban  and 
Rural,  and  the  total  area  is  3,053  acres.  Although  several 
new  blocks  of  property  have  been  built  this  year,  yet,  owing 
to  some  of  the  older  and  smaller  cottages  being  untenanted, 
I  have  only  calculated  the  increase  of  population  at  50, 
which  makes  the  total  5,650.  The  population  at  the  Census 
of  1891  was  4,844,  and  at  that  of  1901,  5,595. 


Some  few  remaining  portions  of  property  (outlying) 
have  been  connected  with  the  main  drains  this  year,  and  the 
whole  of  the  drainage  system  is  now  in  a  very  satisfactory 
condition,  the  effluent  at  the  sewage  works  being  remarkably 
good.  Marple  is  well  lighted  by  gas  and  oil  lamps,  and  the 
water  is  good  and  the  supply  ample. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  Births  in  1903  was  99 — 44  boys  and  55  girls. 
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This  shows  a  marked  falling  off  in  the  number  of  Births. 

The  Birth-rate  for  1903  was  17*5 
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The  number  of  Deaths  in  1903  was  62 — 28  males  and 
34  females  ;  but  3  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions 
outside  the  District  raises  it  to  65. 

The  number  of  Deaths  in  1902  was  73 

„  »  1901  »»  7 1 

n  I9°°  n  83 

>,  ,,  1899  ,,  88 

,,  ,,  1898  ,,  82 

The  Death-rate  is  10-9  for  the  District,  and  11*5  with 
above  deaths  added.  This  is  the  lowest  Death  rate  I  have 
ever  presented  to  you. 
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Of  the  62  deaths  9  were  under  1  year,  6  under  5  years, 
o  under  15  years,  1  under  25,  29  under  65,  and  17  over  65 
years. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  births 
registered  equal  90  in  1903  ;  96  in  1902  ;  88  in  1901  ;  101  in 
1900  ;  162  in  1899  ;  145  in  1898. 

This  low  rate  of  late  years  shows  how  much  more 
carefully  young  children  are  fed  and  cared  for  than  they 
formerly  were. 

I  here  were  2  suicides,  and  7  inquests  were  held 
during  the  year. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  1903  was 
ii,  as  against  14  in  1902;  18  in  1901  ;  14  in  1900;  19  in 
1899  ;  19  in  1898  ;  26  in  1897  ;  and  29  in  1896. 

This  is  the  lowest  number  that  has  been  notified  since 
the  Act  was  adopted. 

The  cases  were  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  8  cases 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  2  cases 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  1  case 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 

MEASLES. 

We  had  a  few  cases  of  Measles  of  a  mild  type,  and  no 
deaths  occurred. 

INFLUENZA  (La  Grippe). 

Influenza  is  gradually  losing  its  hold  upon  Marple,  and 
comparatively  few  cases  occurred,  and  these  of  a  milder  type. 

PHTHISIS  and  TUBERCULAR  DISEASES. 

Phthisis  was  answerable  for  seven  deaths,  although  I 
am  pleased  to  state  that  most  of  those  cases  were  imported 
from  other  districts,  and  therefore  could  not  be  considered 
endemic  to  Marple. 

HEART  DISEASE. 

Four  deaths. 

BRONCHITIS. 

Nine  deaths,  chiefly  in  very  old  people. 

PNEUMONIA. 

Four  deaths. 

METEOROLOGICAL. 

The  total  rainfall  for  1903  was  35 ‘42  inches.  Rain  fell 
on  215  days. 

Average  rainfall  for  the  last  44  years,  31  '78  inches. 
Average  number  of  days  upon  which  rain  fell,  184  days. 

This  year  has  been  remarkably  wet,  and  the  rainfall  in 
some  months  was  exceptionally  heavy,  viz.,  in  March,  3*85 
inches  ;  August,  3*75  inches  ;  and  October,  7*48  inches. 

There  was  a  marked  absence  of  sunshine  during  the 
year,  and  the  temperature  was  correspondingly  low. 

Mean  average  temperature  for  the  year,  46*13°  F. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

In  the  Marple  District  there  are  7  Factories  or  Work¬ 
shops  using  steam  power  ;  1  Corn  Mill  worked  by  water 
power  ;  25  Workshops  employing  hand  labour.  All  these 
places  have  been  systematically  visited  by  the  Inspector  or 
myself,  and  we  have  thoroughly  investigated  the  suitableness 
of  the  same  as  to  structural  defects,  cubic  space,  ventilation  > 
limewashing*,  &c.  Where  no  Abstracts  of  the  Act  were  found 
the  Factory  Inspector  was  notified,  and  in  other  cases  the 
people  were  warned,  with  the  result  that  they  were  promptly 
rectified. 

There  are  six  Bakehouses  in  this  District,  but  none  of 
them  are  underground.  The  limewashing  was  neglected 
in  one  or  two  cases,  but  this  was  attended  to.  The  Work¬ 
shops  are  all  clean  and  well  ventilated,  and  there  are  no  cases 
of  overcrowding  or  wrong  employment  of  female  labour. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Compulsory  Notification  of  Measles  and  Phthisis. 

Disinfector  for  Bedding,  Clothes,  &c. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  allow  me  to  point  out  to  you 
that  the  health  of  your  District  is  remarkably  good,  the 
death-rate  being  very  low,  and  the  infantile  mortality 
eminently  satisfactory. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HARRY  BURTON, 

M.D.,  Durham;  M.R.C  S.,  Eng.  ;  L. S  A.,  Lond.  ;  L.R.C.P  ,  &c 
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SJ1NITJ1RY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31st,  1903. 


Refuse 

Removal. 


The  work  in  connection  with  the  emptying 
and  cleansing  of  the  Privies  and  Ashpits  has  again 
been  done  by  contract,  and  has,  on  the  whole, 
been  fairly  satisfactory.  1543  Ashpits  and  Pails 
and  Boxes,  from  123  Houses  and  Schools,  have 
been  emptied  at  a  total  cost  of  ^356  4s.  yd. 
Improvements  have  been  made  to  several  that 
were  defective,  but  there  are  many  that  still 
require  attention,  and  should  be  dealt  with  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  ashpit  nuisance  would  be 

mitigated  to  a  great  extent  if  persons  would 
desist  from  regarding  them  as  a  receptacle  for 
liquids,  vegetable  matter,  and  all  waste  refuse. 
A  notice  a  few  years  ago  was  distributed  through¬ 
out  the  district  drawing  householders’  attention  to 
this  matter,  but  the  same  carelessness  still  exists. 


Slaughter  There  are  five  of  these  in  the  district,  and 

they  have  been  kept  clean,  but  they  are  all  situate 
in  objectionable  places,  and  are  yet  unlicensed. 

Dairies  and  Much  improvement  has  been  made  to  the 
cowsheds.  £owshe£js  since  the  Act  was  adopted  and  regula¬ 
tions  made.  During  the  year  one  new  Shippon 
has  been  built,  and  extensions  and  alterations 
have  been  made  at  two  other  Farms.  The 
progress  in  making  improvements  has  been  slow, 
but  in  the  right  direction. 


Factoryand  The  number  of  Workshops  inspected  during 
workshops  year^  including  Bakeries,  is  25.  Their 

condition  as  regards  cleanliness,  air  space,  and 
ventilation,  was  found,  with  few  exceptions,  to  be 
satisfactory.  In  a  few  instances  the  rooms 
required  limewashing  or  re-papering,  which  was 
ordered  to  have  attention. 


8 


New 

Houses. 


Water 

Supply. 


Main 

Sewers. 


Sewerage 

Treatment. 


Canal 

Boats. 


The  Building’ Trade  has  shown  some  improve¬ 
ment  ;  34  new  houses  have  been  tenanted,  and  45 
are  in  course  of  construction  or  untenanted. 


The  supply  of  Water  is  obtained  in  bulk  from 
the  Stockport  Corporation  Filters  at  Fligh  Lane, 
and  is  daily  pumped  into  the  Service  Reservoir 
at  Wybersley,  and  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity.  The  amount  consumed  during  the 
year  was  17,315,000  gallons,  equal  to  nearly  9 
gallons  per  head  per  day  of  the  population 
supplied,  inclusive  of  flushing  mains  and  main 
sewers. 

These  have  been  flushed  when  required,  but 
the  heavy  fall  of  rain  has  to  a  great  extent  kept 
them  clear.  The  Spring  Bank  Sewer,  which  has 
not  much  fall,  has  been  frequently  flushed  by 
Adams’  Patent  Flushing  Tank. 

The  Outfall  Works  have  been  kept  in  good 
working  order.  The  improvements  made,  although 
of  a  primitive  character,  have  to  a  great  extent 
accounted  for  the  effluent  being'  reported  “  good  ” 
each  time  a  sample  was  taken  by  the  Mersey  and 
Irwell  Inspector. 

The  number  of  Canal  Boats  on  the  Register 
is  82.  One  new  boat  has  been  registered,  43 
inspected,  and  5  infringements  of  the  Act,  viz.,  2 
without  certificates  and  3  required  painting  or 
repairing.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  met 
with,  and  no  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken. 

CHARLES  HAGUE, 

Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


February,  1904. 


